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The meeting was called to order at 10:02 am by Patrol Captain Todd Rasmussen. The meeting 

was held at the Waupaca County Courthouse, conference room #1027. 

 

Members present: Patrol Captain Todd Rasmussen, County Board Chairman Dick Koeppen, 

Drivers Education Representative Becky Rickel, State DOT Representative Tony Kemnitz, BOTS 

Law Enforcement Liasion/Consultant Rick Olig, State Patrol Sgt. Jon Pedersen, Emergency 

Management Director Andy Carlin, Medical Examiners Barry Tomaras and Cathi Wegener, 

Patrol Sgt Gene Goode, New London Police Department Captain Chris Gregory, Weyauwega 

Police Sgt. Brandon Leschke and Marion Police Chief Kevin Schultz. 

 

Captain Rasmussen read the open meeting statement. 

Motion was made by Barry Tomaras and seconded by Sgt. Pedersen to approve the minutes of 

the October 10, 2019 meeting. Motion carried without a negative vote. 

Motion was made by Dick Koeppen and seconded by Rick Olig to approve the agenda. Motion 

carried without a negative vote. 

Public Input-Sgt. Gene Goode talked about participation in state grants. We will be 

participating in speed grants in June, July and August of this year.  Other county agencies are 

welcome to participate. They just need to let Sgt Goode know. Sgt Goode talked about 

ATV/UTV. Casey Beyersdorf said he gets a lot of questions regarding ATV/UTV’s and appreciates 

being able to refer those questions to Sgt. Goode. Rick Olig asked if there were going to be 

uniform rules for all Wisconsin counties. Sgt Goode is aware of the differences and he is 

promoting that the State adopt a law for uniformity. 

Captain Rasmussen-Traffic quarterly report was discussed and placed on file. Captain 

Rasmussen reported on five fatalities in the past quarter. This brought the total to 11 fatalities 

in Waupaca County in 2019, compared to six in 2018. It was pointed out that six of the eleven 

fatalities were not wearing seatbelts. Casey said there were four cable barrier crashes in the 

last quarter. 

Casey Beyersdorf-The DOT requires that if county workers are on a state highway for longer 

than 15 minutes that all flaggers must be certified by the Highway Safety Training Committee 

for Wisconsin. All flaggers have taken the course and are certified. Rumble strips will be used 

more to make drivers aware of work ahead. If a construction zone crash occurs, the media need 

to go through the right channels for access. He is working on spring weight limits. 



Becky Rickel-The student driving training on November 2 involved 20 students. She said the 

Sheriff’s Office EVOC instructors were very helpful and she felt it was a good training session. 

She will do another training on the first Saturday in November 2020.  

Barry Tomaras-He will be retiring effective tomorrow (01/10/2020). He introduced Cathi 

Wegener, who is the new Waupaca County medical Examiner. Barry was thanked for his service 

to Waupaca County for the past 26 years. 

Tony Kemnitz-He reported on the 2020 Waupaca County construction projects. Hwy 22, from 

Hwy 110 south to Hwy 54 east will be resurfaced in July and August. 

Hwy 22, from Portage County line to Hwy 10 interchange north of Waupaca High School will be 

resurfaced during the summer/fall of 2020. 

There was a meeting on October 28 to discuss the school bus back-up problem on Hwy 10/22 

off ramp. Some alternative routes were considered and would be attempted. 

Dick Koeppen-Today is “Law Enforcement Appreciation Day” (01/09/2020). Dick thanked 

everyone for their service. He also thanked Barry Tomaras for his years of service to Waupaca 

County. Long time board member, Bill Jonely and Bob Flease will not be seeking reelection this 

spring. Both Bill and Bob have been part of the traffic safety commission. 

Rick Olig-There have been 547 fatalities in the State of Wisconsin in 2019 compared to 576 in 

2018. Community mapping is looking at the ability to map ATV crashes.  

Andy Carlin-Nothing. 

Sgt Jon Pedersen-We currently have two State Patrol officers in Waupaca County. 45 cadets are 

scheduled to graduate in 12 weeks. Sgt. Pedersen has asked for one more officer for Waupaca 

County. Large storage facilities were talked about for the possibility of putting a “hold” on a 

vehicle. The MEG could be used if cold storage wasn’t needed. New London has a cold storage 

facility. 

Captain Gregory-Nothing 

Chief Schultz-Nothing 

Sgt. Leschke-Nothing 

Our next meeting will be Thursday April 9, 2020. 

Motion by Tony Kemnitz, seconded by Casey Beyersdorf to adjourn the meeting at 11:20 am. 

Motion carried without a negative vote. 

 

Vickie Thoe, Secretary 


